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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, STP, US 

SUB J : DETENTION TUNA VESSEL CREWMEN 

REF: STATE 199727 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED WORD MORNING AUGUST 23 FROM GSTP CHARGE IN 
LIBREVILLE THAT CREW MEMBERS/HELICOPTER WERE DETAINED IN SAO TOME 
BUT THAT PERMISSION HAS ALREADY BEEN GRANTED FOR THEM TO LEAVE AND 
RETURN TO VESSEL. CHARGE STATED THAT GROUP HAS ALREADY DEPARTED 
SAO TOME. HE WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE REASON FOR DETENTION BUT 
SPECULATED THAT IT WAS BECAUSE NO ADVANCE PERMISSION OBTAINED FOR 
CALLING AT ISLAND. 

2. WE HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT CHARGE'S STATEMENT BUT IN VIEW OF 
COMMUNICATIONS PROBLEMS WITH SAO TOME WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING FROM 
EITHER INFO ADDRESSEES OR FROM VAN CAMP CONFIRMATION THAT ALT. 

CREW MEMBERS AND HELICOPTER HAVE IN FACT REJOINED VESSEL. ANY 
DETAILS OF THEIR TREATMENT BY SAO TOME AUTHORITIES WOULD ALSO BE 
APPRECIATED. YATES 
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